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Operation Christmas Child:  

      

It’s almost that time of year again! 

Time to start packing shoeboxes!! 

You can either shop for and pack 

them yourself or you can go 

to https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-

child/buildonline/ and build your box online! As 

always, shoeboxes will be made available at church. 

 

TLC Bags: We will now be including a face mask in 

every TLC bag. We have many bags available to hand 

out to those in need. Please feel free to grab as many 

you’d like. Donations of any TLC bag items are always 

welcome!  

 

     Please see Nicole with any questions about the 

above programs. Volunteers are always welcome.  

     When I get to heaven I am going to ask God why 
this or that!  This is a statement often stated by 
those in the church.  More frequently it is a 
statement made with a sense that God needs to be 
accountable to me.  He owes me an answer.  It 
makes the assumption first of all that the speaker is 
entitled to heaven (because when I get there).  With 
an attitude like that there may be a question even 
about that.   

     The Bible tells us that Job had this kind of 
presumptuous opinion when he stated “Oh that I 
knew where I might find Him, that I might come to 
his seat! I would present my case before Him” (Job 
23:3-6).  You see Job wanted to march right up to 
God and ask why me?  Where is the humility and 
respect for God?  But the more Job studied the 
things he knew about God (ancient Bible study) the 
more he came to realize that he knew nothing and 
spoke in ignorance (Job 40:1-6).  We are a lot like 
Job.  Our knowledge of God and why things are the 
way they are is at best incomplete.  We are 
woefully ignorant, lacking knowledge and wisdom.  
We need to actively engage in the study of God’s 
Word just like what Job did.  We need to remember 
those words from second Timothy: “Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth,” (2 Timothy 2:15 AV emphasis added).   

     It is not wrong to ask God why, but we need to 
do so humbly, with respect, and with as complete 

       Announcing: The 
arrival of our winter line of 
clothing including plenty of 
coats, shoes, and boots in 
great condition.  There is no 

better place to buy play clothes for the kids.  
The amount of jeans that we have is 
astounding!        

     WORKERS NEEDED 

     Reminder: Please save the date of Saturday, 
October 2nd at 7:00 a.m. to help the Rho 
Delta ladies clean the junk out of the basement 
of the thrift shop.  Men with muscles and 
trucks are needed.  Rho Delta will provide 
coffee and doughnuts.  See Cindy Chace if you 
have any questions.    

Operation Christmas Child Drop Week 

   We are a drop off location again this year! 

Drop Off Week is Mon, Nov 15- Mon, Nov 22  

 

Monday Nov 15:     1-4 

Tuesday Nov 16:     5-8 

Wednesday Nov 17:  11-2 

Thursday Nov 18:     5-8 

Friday Nov 19:     5-8 

Saturday Nov 20:     9-12 

Sunday Nov 21:   12-2 

Monday Nov 22:   10-12 

knowledge as we have.  Always remembering that 
we need to trust Him and put our faith in Him.  This 
is the one thing Job did consistently.  We need this 
consistency of Job.  We also need a Bible study 
group like the one Job had (Eliphaz, Bildad, 

Zophar, and Elihu).  They all earnestly sought 

God and the reason why things were happening.  

Yes, they missed the mark of perfection, but they 

STUDIED! Trying to rightly divide the word of 

truth.  Likewise ,we need to study God’s Word. 

     The Adult Bible Study class meets every 

Sunday morning at 10:15 am in the adult 

classroom.  Everyone is invited and welcome.  

The class has no theological scholars, they’re just 

ordinary people looking to God.  If you already 

study your Bible bring it to class or if you have a 

dusty Bible, dust it off (or not) and bring it to 

class.  You just may find some answers or even a 

new and better way of life.  

Adult Bible 

Study Class 

https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/
https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/


     Happy official beginning of Fall, the Best place 
to live this time of year!! 
 
     Appreciation to everyone who attended the 
postponed May breakfast which was outstanding, 
as usual.  Missions was able to have our plant sale 
fundraiser which was adjusted for the fall season. 
We sold small mums decorated with miniature 
scarecrows, decoration sized pumpkins and colorful 
yarn octopus toys which were crafted and donated 
by Ruth Goode.  Thanks very much Ruthie!!  I 
would also like to thank Lynn Lewis for covering 
the sales table while I helped in the kitchen.  Also, 
gratitude to everyone who purchased an item 
helping Missions add $120.00 to our coffers.  Look 
for future fundraising events during the upcoming 
holidays. 
 
     The fundraiser helped Mission’s account 
balance but we still need your assistance!!  Due to 
insufficient funds, it was necessary to delay 
payments to our missionaries the last two quarters 
by approximately one month each quarter.  Please 
consider allocating part of your offering to 
Missions by placing a note on your check or 
offering envelope or by letting the financial 
secretary know.  Don’t forget, Operation Christmas 
Child will be starting in October and is also funded 
by Missions.  The Board appreciates every dollar 
we receive from the congregation. 
 
      Warm blessings from your Missions Board: 
Gail Creque, Ruth Goode, Ann Breton, Margaret 
Weidele and Pat Tomolonis, Chair. 

     Christian Ed had their meeting on Sept 2nd.  

We raised $340.01 for our Mission, during 

Vacation Bible School, which was helping the 

alpacas. 

     The board would like to thank all of the 

volunteers who helped with VBS, this wouldn’t 

have been possible without you.  A Very Special 

Thank You to Trish St. Onge, Julie DeMello, and 

Nicole Hartley for all that you do.   

     We had several props from our theme this year 

that were sent from other churches.  Our theme 

was Rocky Railroad, and we put their donations to 

good use.  One of our trains will be used at 

Christmas time as a prop for a visit with Santa.  

Thank you Trish St. Onge for finding it a good 

home.  Also thank you to the guys who came in 

and built the set in the Fellowship hall adding to 

the fun of the week. 

     Looking ahead:  Our theme next year is 

TREASURED.   

     Rally Day is Sept 12th, with a Carnival theme.  

We will have a bouncy house, games and ice 

cream. Thank you, to Trish for taking the lead on 

this day.  

     We are in need of teachers for Grade 1 – 5, so if 

you would like to help out please see one of the 

board members.   

     We are also in need of help in the nursery.  Just 

1 hour on Sunday morning, it would be a great 

help if you could volunteer. 
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LOVE.   CARE.   GIVE. 

     These are the three words that comprise a 
church’s stewardship campaign to raise pledges – 
pledges that fund God’s mission. The three words 
betray their goal. It is a spiritual goal. We are being 
called to look at our lives. We are not being called to 
fill out a pledge card.  We hope and believe that will 
happen during a stewardship campaign, but the issue 
is more pressing. 

     The pledge card is to the stewardship campaign as 
the win registration card is to a marathon: a bit of 
paperwork at the end of a great struggle. When a 
person wins the Boston Marathon, there is a little 
paperwork to do after some Gatorade and perhaps a 
towel. That is what the pledge card is. The 
paperwork at the END of the race. 

     They say that prayer does not change God’s 
mind: it changes ours. Real giving is about that 
which transforms us as givers from a place of 
gratitude – a place of seeing what we have in the 
context of our planet of people, most of whom have 
no plan for tomorrow’s bread. Hence, the Lord’s 
Prayer…If you make $65,000, then you are sort of 

average in our church. And if you make that much 
money, then you are in the top one percent of wealth 
of the world’s population. Me too. We are rich in the 
large scheme of things. You can argue with me, but 
facts are facts.  

     That knowledge can do one of two things. It will 
either entrench me into a dark place of anger and 
shame and I will scrooge my way into isolation and 
clutch my wealth. Or, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, I will see – really see – what I have as a gift 
from our Creator and not my precious salary or 
inheritance or entitlement. 

     We pledge to fund the church, which is the body 
of our Savior, Jesus the Christ. It is so simple to 
give. What is hard is the race before giving – the 
race, the struggle, the fight that is gratitude-seeing 
and that leads to the gift the way any fight leads to 
any victory.                                                       - -   

-Written by The Reverend Charles LaFond 

A Stewardship Moment 



Trustees 
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     The painting of 

the church has been 

completed and there have 

been many compliments on 

how beautiful it looks.   

     The Trustees are still seeking donations for 

the $7,650.00 that was over and above the 

$30,000.00 Champlin Grant.  So far we have 

collected $2,918.00 from an assortment of 

generous donors.  Donations may be sent to the 

church – mark your check with “Paint Fund”.   

     Two new furnaces and the necessary 

ductwork are being installed to replace old and 

failing ones.  A huge thank you to a very 

generous anonymous donor for the gift of almost 

$13,000.00 to pay for them.   

     As always, the Trustees appreciate any help 

with yard work such as picking up sticks and 

trash that ends up on the lawn.  Please – if you 

see it, pick it up!  We’re all volunteers here – 

picking up sticks is not anyone’s “job”. 

     The 98th Annual May 
Breakfast was held on Saturday, 
September 11th and was a happy success.   

      In honor of the victims of September 11, 2001, 
all past and present first responders were welcome to 
a free breakfast.   

      A big thank you to everyone who volunteered or 
came to eat.   

      Please save the date of May 1st, 2022 for the 
             99th May Breakfast!   

    Now as we say good-bye to summer 
and begin our fall season of worship, 
we ask that you look forward with 
respect for our God and our church.  
Whether you are a member or a guest, 

please be respectful of everything and everyone in 
attendance. 

   As we enter the sanctuary each time we worship, 
remember to enter with reverence and joy for God.  
Come in quietly, respectfully with a mind to those 
who may already be preparing themselves for 
worship.   

     Do your best to arrive on time.  If the service has 
started, please enter at the rear of the church through 
the vestibule not the entrance near the altar.  Enter 
quietly, respectful of our minister and those who 
worship.  A Deacon or Usher will be able to help you 
find a seat.  Please pick an appropriate time to enter.  
If we are praying, please wait until the prayer is 
finished. 

      It’s time to put away the fun summer clothes and 
get back to a more serious attire for church.  This 
honors God, the pastor He has sent us, and those who 
worship.  Especially if you are involved in our service 
as Lay Reader or Usher.   

    Join us after worship as we offer Fellowship & 
Coffee each week in the Fellowship Hall.  This is the 
time for our church family can gather and greet each 
other to catch up on what’s been going on.  Worship 
time is God’s time. 

 A Little Church Etiquette  

May Breakfast 

     Rho Delta had their monthly meeting on 

Sept 14th.  There were 6 ladies present, 

devotions were read by Brenda Rene called 

“Joy.” 

We voted to donate $100 to the Cancer Society. 

     The May Breakfast went well.  We served 

143 customers, 20 first responders (who ate 

free), and 38 workers.  We made $234.58 on the 

breakfast and $300 on the May baskets, for a 

total profit of $534.58.  We would like to that 

the generous donor or donors whop aid $300 

toward our food bill at Dino’s.  It was 

GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

     The parsonage was supposed to have been 

painted this fall, but due to circumstances 

beyond our control it has been postponed until 

the spring.  So we have that to look forward to. 

     The Thrift Shop is doing great and again 

thank you to all the volunteers.  We couldn’t do 

it without you.  I’d like to add a BIG THANK 

YOU to Cindy Chace, Alyce Pedder and her 

friend, Edna for the countless hours they put in 

getting the Thrift Shop ready for the 

customers. 

     The evening was hosted by Stephanie Kain 

and we were at the beach!  We had ginger ale 

and cranberry drink, with sea salt potato chips 

and salt water taffy during the meeting, with 

Ambrosia for dessert.  We played a game called 

“Have you ever” and the loser won the prize.  

Congratulations to Cindy Chace.  Thank you to 

Stephanie for a fun night. 

Rho Delta 



Phone: 401-568-2518 

Fax: 401-568-8398 

Email: chepunion@yahoo.com 

Web Page : chepachetunionchurch.org 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 9 am—12:00 

Our Vision: Chepachet Union Church 

brings glory to God in worship as we 

welcome, witness, and nurture each other.  

We share the joy of God's love as one 

family in Christ. 
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Scarecrow Festival 

Sat, Oct  16 

     We will be offering a 

Grab & Go Bag Lunch from 

11 am—4 pm during the 

festival. 

      Also, Cookies will be for sale. 

Lots of activities in town that join! 

Come check out the Scarecrow fun. 

If you are wondering 

about it:                  

Daylight Saving Time 

— it ends on 

November 7, 2021 


