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      Advent folders will be handed out at both sanctuary doors 
beginning the first day of Advent, November 28th.  Please return 
your completed folders as soon as you can.  If you haven’t 
received a folder, they will be available at both sanctuary 
entrances all during Advent.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 

  

 

 

Bakers Needed!!  Missions will be holding at least one bake 
sale during the Christmas season and we need fresh baked 
goodies to sell.  Dates, times and locations will be announced 
soon in upcoming Sunday bulletins.  If you plan to donate a 
baked item, please let someone in Missions know.  Thank you for 
assistance, as always. 

  

       Enjoy the Christmas holidays and 
     Blessings in the New Year. 

        Pat, Gail, Ruth, Ann and Margaret, 
   your Missions Board 

We will be lighting the trees and caroling joyously on 

Sunday, Dec. 5 at 5 pm.      

    Bundle up and come start your Christmas season 

with us.       

    Refreshments of hot chocolate and cookies will be 

available.  

      Thank you so much to everyone for 

contributing to Operation Christmas 

Child this year!   

Just 4 years ago in 2017, we wrote:  

“We have had around 260 more 

dropped off from the community 

during collection week.  I am 

prayerful that next year we can 

double our numbers! “    

This year we are extremely happy to 

announce our Collection site received 

653 boxes. 

       Please pray for all of the 

children around the world that will 

be receiving these boxes.  Let’s put 

our trust in the Lord that each box 

will go directly where it needs to.  

God is Faithful!! 

       In His Love,   

  Nicole Hartley 

COVID reminder for our Church Family 

In order to protect the health and welfare of our congregation it is 
required that:  

IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL – DO NOT COME TO CHURCH. 
Please if you don’t feel well for whatever reason STAY HOME, 
and watch us online. 

If you are an unvaccinated adult or child under the age of 12, 
you MUST wear a mask while here at Chepachet Union 
Church. 

If you are vaccinated, you must still wear a mask while 
attending indoor events at church. This is especially true of 
other parts of the church which do not have the ventilation 
controls the sanctuary does. 

       It is safer for everyone if we all wear masks.  



Christian Education 

PAGE 2 CHEPACHET UNION CHUR CH VOLUME 63 ISSUE  12  

Trustees 

       The Trustees extend a huge 

thank you to Cameron Lacouture 

for the super helpful job he did 

cleaning up the front yard after a 

gigantic windstorm in October.  

Removing all the sticks allowed 

George Kain to finish mowing the 

lawn and bagging the leaves.  The 

Trustees are totally grateful for the 

volunteers who help with the 

upkeep of the church. 

A Different Perspective on Christmas 

    I had a Christian friend in college who didn’t like 
the way Christians celebrate Christmas, the birthday 
of Jesus.  She reasoned: “When we celebrate the 
birthday of other people—for example, family 
members and friends—we may remember in passing 
the circumstances surrounding their birth.  But 
mostly we celebrate what the person has now 
become, whether a teenager (at age 13), or a legal 
adult (at age 18), or “over the hill” (at age 40), or 
retired (at age 65), or 100! On their birthday, we 
celebrate the status in life they have now attained.” 

     Certainly, at Christmas, we should remember the 
circumstances of Jesus’ birth.  After all, this event 
was the turning point in human history.  As the 
theological statement of Chepachet Union Church 
expresses it: “Jesus was begotten by God the Holy 
Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary.”  In this way 
“His divine and human natures [were] united in one 
person, fully God and fully man.”  Jesus became a 
man so that he could die on the cross for our sins and 
provide us with forgiveness and eternal life.  This is 
surely an event to celebrate! 

     But this year, as we celebrate Christ’s birthday, 
let’s also remember the status which he has now 
attained.  And what is that?  After his crucifixion, 
Jesus did not remain in the grave.  He arose bodily, 
never to die again.  “Death no longer has dominion 
over Him” (Rom. 6:9).  He is “alive 
forevermore” (Rev. 1:18).  After 40 days, He 
ascended into heaven to the right of hand of God, the 
place of highest honor and authority in the universe.  
Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me” (Matt. 28:19).  He is now Lord of 
the universe and Head of His church.  This is his 
current exalted status. 

     So, this Christmas season, let’s celebrate who 
Jesus has now become.  How do we do this?  
According to Philippians 2:9-11, we should bow the 
knee to Jesus and with our tongues confess him as 
Lord.  In other words, this Christmas, let’s worship 
the Lord Jesus Christ and give Him our total 
allegiance.  He is Lord of all. 

 

   Pastor Curtis 

Rho Delta News 

       Christian Ed had their monthly 

meeting on October 21st.  We will be 

putting out a table during Trick or Treat 

on Main Street with information about 

our Children’s Church.  We will be 

discussing our Christmas program at our 

next meeting.  Sunday School is going 

well.  We still need volunteers in the 

Nursery, so if you can help please sign up 

on the sheet outside the Nursery door. 

     Rho Delta had their monthly meeting on November 9th 
and there were 11 ladies present.  Devotions were read by 
Brenda Rene a piece, from the book Seasons of the Heart, 
called Priceless Clothing from Colossians 3: 12-14 

     We made up 10 Operations Christmas Child boxes this 
year and our scarecrows go Honorable Mention at the 
Scarecrow Festival 

     We would like to give our condolences to the family of 
Barbara Norberg.  Barbara was a treasured friend to us all. 

     Our prayers are with Fern Rylah, our Sunshine lady, 
hoping she is feeling better soon. 

     The Thrift Shop is doing great.  We are closing for the 
Christmas holiday and the New Year holiday.  So we will be 
closed December 23, 24,25 and December 30, 31 and 
January 1.  The cellar of the Thrift Shop will be cleaned out 
on November 10th by Doar Disposal. 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY!!! 
     It will be at Jan Steere’s house on December 14th at 6 PM 
in Harmony with a pot luck dinner, a Yankee Swap (with a 
$20 limit) and an Ugly Christmas Sweater contest.  All ladies 
of the church are invited, so come have a fun evening during 
the hustle and bustle of the holiday madness!  
 
     The evening was hosted by Cindy Chace and we 
celebrated Black Friday.  We had chocolate candies and 
cranberry juice during the meeting, with carrot cake and 
coffee for dessert.  We played a game called “Price that 
item” and Maureen Brown was the winner!!   Thanks, Cindy 
for a fun night. 
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       The Book of Matthew tells us that at the 

birth of Christ “wise men from the east” came 

looking for the King of the Jews.  The word for 

wise men is magi.  In the Greek it is magoi, both 

are derivatives of the Persian word for men expert 

in the study of the stars.  They were astrologers, 

yet they possessed significant humanistic 

knowledge.  Magi were originally from the 

Median tribe (think the Medes and Persians).  

They tried to overthrow the Persians and install 

the power of the Medes.  They failed, and from 

that time on they lost their political power.  In the 

end they became a tribe of priests exactly like the 

tribe of Levi in Israel.  No sacrifice to the Persian 

gods could be made without a magi present.  The 

magi became the teachers and instructors of the 

Persian kings.  They were skilled in philosophy, 

medicine, and the natural sciences.  The wise men 

(Magi) probably had learned of the birth of the 

promised King by their study of Jewish culture.  

They seemed to have worked out the great time 

prophecy of Daniel 9, so that they felt assured the 

Messiah or as they called him the King of the 

Jews, was present in Israel at the time of Christ’s 

birth (see Daniel 9:24-27).  Their statement “For 

we have seen his star..” show us how they 

linked their study of astronomy with the Old 

Testament scripture.  We know from the 

historical records that between 5 B.C and 2 B.C, 

(5 B.C. is the best estimate of the actual year 

Jesus was born) there was in an unusual 

astronomical phenomenon.  The magi would not 

have missed this significant event.  Egyptian 

records (5-2 B.C.) indicate that in the month 

Adult Bible 

Study Class 

I wish to have a Memorial Poinsettia in the sanctuary for the Christmas Season. 

Given In Memory of: _____________________________   plant cost:  $15 

Given by:                   ______________________________ 

During the Christmas Season (check one):  

____I will pick up the plant 

____I wish it to be taken to someone chosen by the Flower Committee. 

 

Enclosed: $__________                  Signature: ___________________________________ 

                                                      (If different then Given by) 

Please send your request into the church office at: Chepachet Union Church   PO Box E Chepachet RI   

Or place in an envelope and drop it in the offering plate on Sundays 

Mesori, the star Sirius, the Dog Star, rose at 

sunrise with extraordinary brilliance.  Mesori 

means “the birth of a prince,” and the Egyptian 

astrologers interpreted this event to mean “the 

birth of a new king into this world.” Chinese 

records show that about that time a brilliant star 

appeared in the sky for a long time. Balaam that 

old prophet for hire (Numbers 22:7; 24:13) 

predicted the star (Numbers 24:17).  As the star 

moved westward in the sky, the magi go to the 

seat of a king, his capital, Jerusalem. This was a 

purely human decision, Jerusalem was the 

nearest capital along the path of the star.  They 

followed human thinking. They come into the 

capital asking “Where is He who has been 

born King of the Jews?” Notice that the 

question is not where is the prince who will be 

king.  It is, where is the king of the Jews? This 

statement is a bomb shell announcement to any 

sitting king.  But especially to Old King Herod 

the Great.  And if you are even a passive bible 

student you know the rest of the story. 

 

     If unbelieving men can figure out using 

imperfect knowledge and limited wisdom what is 

going on in the world, imagine what a believer in 

our Lord Jesus Christ can reason out with a 

little bible study!  This Christmas holiday get 

some biblical wisdom.  Start studying God’s 

Word.  It is better than material gifts under a 

dying tree.  The Adult Bible Study class meets 

every Sunday morning at 10:30 am.  Everyone is 

invited and welcome.  The class has no 

theological scholars there just ordinary people 

looking to God.   



Phone: 401-568-2518 

Fax: 401-568-8398 

Email: chepunion@yahoo.com 

Web Page : chepachetunionchurch.org 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 9 am—12:00 

Our Vision: Chepachet Union Church 

brings glory to God in worship as we 

welcome, witness, and nurture each other.  

We share the joy of God's love as one 

family in Christ. 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG.                      

      U.S. POSTAGE       

          PAID                         

     Permit No. 2                            

 Harrisville, RI 

02830  

Chepachet Union Church 

1138 Putnam Pike 

PO Box E 

Chepachet, RI 02814 

Christmas Eve Services              

Friday, Dec 24 

 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Thrift Shop News 

     It has been one year since the Rho 

Delta ladies moved the thrift shop into the 

parsonage building.  The shop has become 

very popular and, despite extremely low 

prices, has managed to bring in enough 

money to pay for the start-up repairs and 

the utility costs to sustain the building.  

The next goal is to have the outside of the 

building painted.  Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays, and 

Saturdays.  Clean, gently used donations of 

clothing, linens, books, glassware, etc. are 

gratefully accepted.  We recommend that 

donors come in and get an idea of what we 

sell before bringing donations.   

     Note: The thrift shop will be closed for 

two weeks during Christmas and New 

Years.    


