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 ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS 

     The month of March is traditionally mud season in New England and the upper western 
United States.  Sometime after the Civil War the term mudslinging was developed, probably 
in response to the mud that was slung off a wagon wheels on the wet dirt roads during late 
winter early spring.  It splattered everything and made whatever it landed on dirty and filthy.  

Prior to the Civil War the term was “throwing dirt”, but the dirt roads after the war were so muddy that the term was 
changed to “mudslinging” and it stuck.  Mudslinging is defined in the dictionary as the “act of saying insulting or unfair 
things about someone, especially to try to damage their reputation.”  God defines it in His Word in Leviticus as “You 
shall not go about as a talebearer among your people; not shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbor..” 
(Leviticus 19:16).  He has a lot to say about talebearers in Proverbs none of it good: 
 

“He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with one who flatters 
with his lips.”(Proverbs 20:19). 
“The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, they go down into the inmost body.” (Proverbs 26:22). 
“A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, and a flattering mouth works ruin.” (Proverbs 
26:28). 
 

     In the New Testament mudslinging is part of gossip.  Everyone loves gossip and tales because as Proverbs puts it they 
are “like tasty trifles.”  Gossip is defined as the “casual or unconstrained conversation or reports about other people, 
typically involving details that are not confirmed as being true.”  Like mudslinging and tale bearing, gossip most often 
may contain only half the truth which is used to twist the full truth into something untrue.  A good example of this is 
found in Genesis in the conversation between the serpent and Eve.  God wants us to seek and embrace only the full truth.  
Mudslinging, tale bearing, and gossip are to be avoided by all believers because it is destructive to others.  This is the 
reason that the Apostle Paul in the Book of Timothy admonishes young widows to avoid gossip.  That admonishment 
applies not only to the young widows, but to all believers.   
 
     The Adult Bible Study is currently moving though Matthew 13.  The class meets virtually every Sunday on Zoom 
from 10:30 to 11:10 a.m. during the Sunday school year.   If you would like to participate in the Zoom class please let us 
have your email address so we can send you a personal Zoom invite.  

   The new Thrift Shop is open and 
doing very well.  A big thank you to 
everyone who has donated clothes and 
household treasures.  The Thrift Shop 
will accept any clothing that is clean 
and in good condition.  Small yard sale 
items such as kitchenware, linens, 
books, toys and seasonal decorations 

are also accepted.  Items may be dropped off at the new 
site when it is open.  The operating hours are Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   The ladies 
have had some fun and interesting times manning the 
desk and everyone who comes in is in awe of the place.  If 
anyone would like to join in and sign up for a salesperson 
shift, please contact Cindy Chace (568-4277).  Each shift 
is three hours so we need six people per week.  Any help 
would be greatly appreciated! 

 From The Trustees 

     The Trustees would like to extend a big 
thank you to George Kain for his efforts in 
filling out the extensive application and 
securing a Champlin Grant for $30,000.00 to 
paint the outside of the church.  Plans are 
underway to have the church painted this 
Spring or Summer. 

     Also, thank you to Phil 
Laiho and Chris St.Onge who 
have been plowing the 
driveway and parking lots 
during the barrage of 
snowstorms we’ve been 
having.  They’ve been doing an extraordinary 
job and we greatly appreciate it!   

An Appeal from Rev. Douglas Harris of ABCORI 

“…Canonicus Camp and Conference Center has 

beautiful lake, Lake Adam.  This lake is in jeopardy.  

In late summer, Matt Black, our Facilities Manager 

discovered sink holes below the spillway of the dam.  

….We have created a temporary way to deliver water 

over the spillway and lower the lake level to protect 

the dam in the short run.  … The total cost of the 

repair to be between $500,000 and $600,00. 

     …We are cautiously optimistic about a potential 

grant from the National Resources Conservation 

Service which should cover about 80% of the cost.  …

That still leaves a significant amount of for us to raise.   

   Because you are part of the American Baptist 

Churches of Rhode Island, and a part of the Camp 

Canonicus Church Family, we ask you to give 

generously toward our goal of $100,000 to repair the 

dam.  We hope to have this project completed by next 

summer so we can welcome children, youth, adults and 

families back to enjoy this wonderful place. 

    Please send your check to ABCORI, 54 Exeter Road, 

Exeter, RI 02822 and put Dam Repair on the memo 

line or see us on Facebook at Canonicus Camp & 

Conference Center, Dec 4th posting, to donate online.  

We truly appreciate your support in these serious 

situation. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/act
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/insult
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/unfair
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/try
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/damage
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/reputation
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Ever Wondered Which Missionaries CUC Supports and What They Are 

Doing?  We see their names and the organizations.  We support them, 

with your gracious gifts.  Here is just a brief explanation of what they 

do. 

 

Pioneers:  Paul and Lucinda Bentley are currently ministering in Bolivia 

 

Pioneers:  Donnie and Jodi Bentley have resigned their missionary positions with 
Pioneers effective 2/28/21. They returned stateside from Lebanon about a year ago due 
to the danger in that area and for the birth of their 3rd child. Donnie was offered and has 
accepted a permanent pastoral position at a church in Maine.  CUC will miss this 
dedicated couple and their family. 

 

SIM USA:   Joel & Karen Gray are in Burkina Faso, Africa. Joel is the director of Sahel 
Academy which was flooded in August of 2020.  They are still in the process of repairing 
several classrooms and dormitories. 

 

MAF:  Joel and Christie Geaslen are serving in Papua Province, Indonesia. Joel is a pilot 
and flies to multiple Indonesian islands as part of his ministry. 

 

ABC of Massachusetts/TABCOM:  Dr Hector Newman is the Executive Director of 
Inglesias Communidad de Amor, International (Community of Love Churches) in 
Honduras. They plant churches all over Honduras and are currently rebuilding 2 of the 
churches demolished by Hurricane Eta last summer. He will be in MA and RI (where his 
son Enrique lives) in March 2021. I hope to arrange an in-person visit with the Missions 
Board members during his visit.   

 

Straight Ahead Ministries:  Mike Kropman is currently working at the Training School in 
Cranston and The Wyatt Detention Center in Central Falls.  I spoke with the Director of 
Straight Ahead, Scott Larson and he said Mike is still allowed in-person visits to the 
detainees in both facilities because his roll is considered ‘essential’.  

 

Intervarsity Christian Fellowship:  Adam Croft is still working with student groups at URI 
and Wheaton College in Norton, MA.  

 

Community Chaplain:  Mary Mattiace is still recuperating from a serious car accident that 
injured her back.  Due to the pandemic, she is unable to visit the nursing homes she 
normally would be ministering to but has dropped off bibles for the residents who have 
requested them. Mary is also hosting a weekly women’s bible study in her home. 

 

Operation Mobilization:  Graham Wells is working at the Operation Mobilization located in 
Tyrone, GA which serves a large urban community near Atlanta. His wife Linda also has a 
role in the facility as director of the Christian dance company she started.  

 

     Pat Tomolonis, Missions Chairperson  

Missions News   :  The Missions Board would like to 

welcome our newest member, Margaret (Pepper) 
Weidele. Margaret was approved during the January 18th 
annual meeting and will be serving a 2 year term. 



PAGE 3 CHEPACHET UNION CHUR CH 

OUR CHURCH LIFE  

VOLUME 63 ISSUE  3  

     Thank you to everyone who has faithfully supported our church with your 
tithes and offerings.  We  remind you again to please continue to send in your 
weekly offering.  We are counting on you to help keep our church ministry alive.   
We have cut back wherever we can, but we do have a few obligations to keep up 

              If you would like to have Memorial Flowers placed in the sanctuary for Easter      

 Sunday, please fill in the information on the form below and return it to the       

 church.   

  Plants this year will cost $15.00. 

     Remember that the Flower Committee and the Decoration Committee are 

volunteering  their time.  If you wish your plant to go to a specific special person, 

please take the time to personally deliver your plant.   

Flower Order Form: 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF:   __________________________________ 

 

GIVEN BY:    _____________________________________________ 

 I will pick up my plant     YES     NO          circle one please 

 

Name: (if different from Given By ______________________________ 

 Please print all information clearly.   Thank you 

 

Plants will be available for pick up on Mon, April 5 or Friday, April 9 from 9—12 

VIRTUAL SUNDAY CLASSES 
Christian Education classes are now available virtually every first and third Sunday!  Children’s Church and Youth 
Sunday School is at 9:00.  Below is the meeting info.  If questions, please reach out to Brenda René.  
[ Brenda.rene@cox.net ] 
Please keep our virtual program in prayer.  Thank you! 
 
Topic: 3 & 4 year olds and Kindergarten – 9:00 – Teacher Julie DeMello 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76737499250?pwd=Rm43OEJVbXdqWUtHRFpOY2JYbm9qUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 767 3749 9250 
Passcode: CUC2020 

Topic: 1
st

 thru 4
th

 Grades – 9:00 – Teachers Liz Eklund, Jessica Karpinski 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74874896578?pwd=NjAxbzRzaXVwc015a3QwR251NE1Vdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 748 7489 6578 
Passcode: 8NbGUH 
  
Topic: 5

th
 – 8

th
 Grades – 9:00 – Teacher Jean Carlson  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/84116115626?pwd=ZWhPV1g0cC9ReWRyeFlrbi90SlhnUT09 
Meeting ID: 841 1611 5626 
Passcode: Church 
  
Topic:  9

th
 – 12

th
 Grades – 9:00 – Matt Rees 

NEW INFORMATION  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74119667227?pwd=L3hRRURETDJSTGsyd3Q0QTlJaHlTUT09 
  
Meeting ID: 741 1966 7227 
Passcode: SPnB1k 
  
EVERY SUNDAY!!!  Adult Bible Classes only 
Topic:  Adult Sunday School – 10:30 – Teacher Gene Pepper 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71989692080?pwd=SThTVUQ4NUFnc2pYRjQ0aFBHVFl0UT09 
Meeting ID: 719 8969 2080 
Passcode: 9datet 

mailto:Brenda.rene@cox.net
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76737499250?pwd=Rm43OEJVbXdqWUtHRFpOY2JYbm9qUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74874896578?pwd=NjAxbzRzaXVwc015a3QwR251NE1Vdz09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/84116115626?pwd=ZWhPV1g0cC9ReWRyeFlrbi90SlhnUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74119667227?pwd=L3hRRURETDJSTGsyd3Q0QTlJaHlTUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71989692080?pwd=SThTVUQ4NUFnc2pYRjQ0aFBHVFl0UT09


Phone: 401-568-2518 

Fax: 401-568-8398 

Email: chepunion@yahoo.com 

Web Page : chepachetunionchurch.org 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 9 am—12:00 

Our Vision: Chepachet Union Church 

brings glory to God in worship as we 

welcome, witness, and nurture each other.  

We share the joy of God's love as one 

family in Christ. 
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Ladies It’s Time for the REVEAL! 

   Ladies Prayer Partners are planning a 
time together to REVEAL who you have 
held in your prayers all year. 

   We hope you can join us  on       March 
27th at 10 am for a Socially Distanced 
Brunch here in the church hall. 

Start thinking of your favorite dish to 
bring! 

Please if you can not attend Please let us 
know who your Prayer  Partner is.   

You can email the church or contact 
Stephanie. 

Set your clocks 
AHEAD at 2 am on 
March 14th! 


