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 We will be starting IN-PERSON Worship soon!    
 
     Our plan is to gather on Sunday, May 2 at 9 am in the 
Sanctuary.  We will be celebrating Communion* together.   
 
     As mentioned in other articles in this edition, we have a 
new air filtration system in place which will allow us to meet 
together once again. 

 
      There will still be restrictions; masks must be worn and there will still be 
social distancing.   All precautions, while not as strict, will be followed to keep 
our congregation safe. 
  

     *Communion will be as it was during the summer, with individual pre-packaged 

communion cups for each person. 

 The Thrift Shop is doing 

exceptionally well and now that we can 

open the windows we can allow more 

shoppers to roam through.   

     A big thank you to our dedicated 

sorters and design team whose ideas 

and enthusiasm keeps the place looking 

organized and interesting.   

     Rho Delta is also grateful to our 

capable and reliable group of desk 

volunteers.   Please see Cindy Chace if 

you would like to join in and help.   

     The Thrift Shop is now featuring 

fancy dresses for proms or wedding 

events and swimwear for anyone 

looking forward to warm weather.   

     As always, thank you for our many 

donations! 

                          Church Garden 

 Joe Huguenin is looking for someone 

who has some free time and a passion for 

working with the soil to take over the bull 

work of preparing the garden and keeping 

the weeds down and the sprinkler system 

running.  He feels that he is “getting old” 

and this may be his last year of getting the 

work done.   If anyone would like to train 

with Joe this year to find out what it would 

entail, just look for him when his silver 

pick-up truck is parked out back.   

GRADUATES WANTED! 

We want to recognize the great accomplishments of 

our church family. 

Please let us know the of any people graduating in 

the coming months.  Include their names, school 

name and degree when applicable. 

        Leave a message or send us an email  

(401-568-2518) or (chepunion@yahoo.com) 



      Rho Delta had their monthly meeting on April 13th, there were 7 ladies present.  Devotions were read by 
Jan Steere, in honor of Phyllis Steger, called “Her Journey’s Just Begun.”  We voted to send $100 each to 
Ronald McDonald House and The American Cancer Society.  The Thrift Shop is doing great!!!   So if you 
have donations or would like to volunteer, please let Cindy Chace know.  We are still planning on having our 
May Breakfast in September, if all goes well. 

     We held a collation for Phyllis Steger on Friday, April 9 in the church hall.  Phyllis was our oldest 
member of Rho Delta at 94 years old.  She was still helping with Rho Delta events and she will be greatly 
missed. 

     The evening was hosted by Cindy Chace.  We had peanuts and punch during the meeting and Pineapple 

Upside Down Cake for dessert.  We played a game called, Test Your IQ of Prince Phillip, Duke of 
Edinburgh.  Our winner was Maureen Brown! 

Rho Delta News 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

In an effort to keep our members and friends up 

to date on the work of the Church Council we will 

be summarizing that work here in our newsletter 

monthly or bi-monthly.  So far this year: 

New air purifiers and filters have been 

installed in the air conditioning ducts.  

This should enable us to open the church 

for in person services sooner rather than 

later.  We will still have to practice the 

COVID protocols of mask wearing and 

social distancing.  But at least we can meet 

and worship together. 

 

We have obtained a new dumpster company to 

stabilize disposal costs.  Everyone must be 

aware that the church dumpster is not to 

be used for personal trash disposal.  If you 

do the church has to pay for your trash 

removal and adds to the stress on our 

financial resources. 

 

The Board of Trustees has been instructed to 

obtain bids to replace the furnace for the 

fellowship hall.  It is no longer possible to 

get replacement parts and we have been 

having maintenance issues with the 

current furnace.  It needs to be replaced 

before it breaks down completely and we 

have no heat in that part of the building.  

The cost for this replacement is thought to 

be somewhere between $7,000 and $8,000, 

however, the cost estimate has not been 

finalized. 

 

Due to Pastor John’s lengthy illness the 

Council is forming a pulpit committee as 

required in the church By-Laws.  The first 

job of the committee will be to seek an 

interim pastor to serve our church during 

this time of absence by our pastor.  The 

committee is to be composed of six 

members and the Council President.  Five 

members have been selected to date and 

we are looking for the sixth member.  

Pulpit committee work requires a serious 

dedication of time and effort by its 

members.  In our church’s history our 

pulpit committees have gone for 2 to 3 

years. Usually meeting monthly and often 

weekly.  It is urgent that this committee 

start work as soon as possible. 

 

Our Champlin grant for the repainting of the 

church building is moving forward.  The 

Trustees are seeking $3,500 to match the 

grant contract.  The work is scheduled for 

this summer. 

 

As soon as we are able to hold an in person 

meeting of the church we need to vote on 

the By-Laws changes which has been on 

hold since last May.  The proposed 

updated By-Laws can be read and 

downloaded off the church website.  Just 

go to the church website Home: Up 

Coming Events: By Laws.  On this site is 

also a copy of the By-Laws Presentation 

which explains each change proposed in 

the updated By-Laws. 

      Ladies, after over a year of COVID, we need, more than ever, to be holding one 

another up in prayer. 
      

We invite you to join with us to pray for a sister in Christ and secretly encourage her 

throughout the year.  If you would like to be a part of this ministry, there are forms 

available for you to fill out in the Thrift Shop or you can call Jan Steere (401-678-

9275) or Liz Eklund (860-933-0670) and fill one out over the phone.  You will be able to 

get the name of someone to secretly pray for and encourage. 
       

The Ladies Secret Prayer Partners pray for their partner, offer words of support and encouragement 

throughout the year with anonymous cards and small gifts for their partner, and finishes off in 

January or February 2022 with a Luncheon and Reveal all together .  
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        Christian Ed had their monthly meeting 
on March 25th.  There will be no Children’s 
Church on Easter Sunday.  Children’s Church 
attendance is still low, so don’t forget that we 
have Virtual Children’s Church class every 1st 
and 3rd Sunday of the month at 9 am… and we 
would love to see the smiling faces of our CC 
kids!   

    Don’t forget to mark your calendars for 
August to jump on the “Rocky Railroad” at 
VBS… the dates will be announced soon. 

 

Happy Birthday to all the March kids  

   Nick Hamlin      Ben Hamlin 

   Naomi Carlson     Spencer St. Onge 

 

 **** At the time of printing, discussions 
are underway about Children’s Church 
starting up again.  Please watch your 
email, FB and our webpage for more 
information about what’s going on**** 

     ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASS 

   We have been studying the thirteenth chapter 

of Matthew where Jesus gives the conditions of 

the kingdom of heaven during the age we live in. 

In Matthew 13:51 Jesus asks the disciples if they 

have understood the previous parables presented 

in that chapter.  They answer with a yes.  But it 

is not a yes with full understanding.   

       We are a lots like the disciples (actually all 

believers are disciples).  We often think we 

understand a thing, only to find out later that we 

only vaguely grasped the true meaning.  God’s 

truth must be understood completely and fully.  If 

we fail to perceive it fully then our service (both 

to God and man) may be sustained, but it will 

surely be defective.  Jesus shows us in Chapter 

13’s parables that the age in which we live is not 

evolving, but is and will steadily devolve, progress 

and retrogression increase, with increasing light 

there is increasing darkness, good is called evil 

and evil good.  Side by side these things grow in 

our age of conflict just as the tares and the wheat 

grow together (Matthew 13:24-32, 36-43).  Jesus 

shows us that we have no right to uproot the 

tares (or for that matter the wheat either).  It is a 

responsibility of others (Matthew 13:39-42, 49-

50).  But we are to realize that God, in our day 

and age, is gathering Himself a people for 

heavenly service.  The age will culminate with 

the calling out of those people.  Leaving behind 

the tares bound for the destruction which will 

follow.  Because we live under these conditions it 

is imperative that we have a complete 

understanding of what God has said to us.  Our 

responsibility is to sow the good seed of the Word 

of God (a.k.a. the Gospels).  This is why the study 

of God’s Word is so important. 

       There is still a lot of Matthew to cover, you 

can join the study at any time.   Those who 

attend the class are just ordinary folks trying 

their best to understand what God has told us in 

His word.  Adult class meets Sunday morning 

10:30 am to 11:30 am by Zoom.  As soon as we 

can we will start meeting in person on Sunday 

mornings.  Everyone is invited and welcome.  If 

you want to attend the Zoom class just send us 

your email address and we will include you in 

the class invite or just use the zoom link the 

church emails out. 

Trustees 

 A big thank you to everyone who helped with the 
church yard clean-up on April 3rd.  Many church volun-
teers and scouts from Troop 44 pitched in with rakes and 
clippers to clean the front lawn of sticks and leaves.  Also, 
thanks to Rho Delta for providing refreshments from Dun-
kin Donuts. 

     Now that winter is over, it’s time to 
think about the heating problems of the 
church.  The Trustees have reached the 
conclusion that one of the furnaces is be-
yond repair and needs to be replaced.  
The cost will be about $7,000!  Some of 

the old parts will be saved to repair the remaining furnaces 
when needed.  Any donations to the Building Fund will be 
appreciated and used to pay for the new furnace. 

 Thanks to a generous church donor, we now have a 
fantastic air purifier system in our church sanctuary that 
will allow us to have indoor services safely in spite of 
germs, fumes, mold and disease.  This donation is greatly 
appreciated!   



Phone: 401-568-2518 

Fax: 401-568-8398 

Email: chepunion@yahoo.com 

Web Page : chepachetunionchurch.org 

Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 9 am—12:00 

Our Vision: Chepachet Union Church 

brings glory to God in worship as we 

welcome, witness, and nurture each other.  

We share the joy of God's love as one 

family in Christ. 
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     Thank you to everyone who has 
faithfully supported our church with 
your tithes and offerings.  We  remind 
you again to please continue to send in 
your weekly offering.   

     We are counting on you to help 
keep our church ministry alive.    


