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Walking in Love
This little composition is part 2 on the theme of love which I began in last
month’s newsletter. Both messages are based on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians,
which we are studying together on Sunday mornings. In February we focused on
God’s great love for us, an important emphasis in Ephesians 1–3: (1) God loved
us before the creation of the world (Eph. 1:4-5); (2) He expressed his love for us
in time through his Son, Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:4-6); and (3) Paul prays for us to be rooted and grounded in this
love and to know the love of Christ, even though it surpasses knowledge (Eph. 3:17, 19).
But what should be our response to God’s great love for us? In Ephesians 4–6 Paul shows us the practical
impact God’s love should have in our lives. In brief, we should “walk in love,” especially in our relationships
to one another in the church. What will this “walking in love” look like? Here are some specifics:
We will “bear with one another in love” (Eph. 4:2). In other words, we will patiently put up with each
other, despite our annoying faults and shortcomings.
We will “speak the truth in love” to each other (Eph. 4:15). Notice the balance of truth and love in our
speech. It has been well said that “truth becomes hard if it is not softened by love; love becomes soft
if it is not strengthened by truth” (John R. W. Stott, Gods’ New Society: The Message of Ephesians
[Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1979], 172).
We will “walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us” (Eph. 5:2). Christ offered
himself as a sacrifice to God so that our sins could be forgiven. Our response should be to show this
same sacrificial love to each other. One specific way of doing this is “forgiving one another, even as
God in Christ forgave you” (Eph.4:32). No holding grudges! “Do not let the sun go down on your
wrath” (Eph. 4:26b).
Paul mentions one other example of Christ-like love: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself for her” (Eph. 5:25). Now certainly wives are supposed to
love their husbands! (See Tit. 2:4.) But, in Ephesians, Paul emphasizes the love of
husbands for their wives. He urges husbands to love their wives sacrificially in the
same way that Christ loves his church. Paul adds: “Husbands ought to love their own
wives as their own bodies,” providing for and cherishing their wives, “just as the Lord
does the church” (Eph. 5:28-29). Valentine’s Day may be passed, but we husbands
should continue to respond to Christ’s sacrificial love for us by loving our wives in the
same manner.
Pastor Curtis

Thrift Shop
News
Reminder: The Thrift Shop welcomes anyone from
our church who would like to join in and help out.
The ladies who have been “working” at the Thrift
Shop are generally having a great time while
contributing to a successful and worthwhile cause.
The customers are thrilled with the place and are
mostly very sociable and complementary. Maybe you
would like to work at the desk and cash people out?
Or maybe you’d like to accept donations and haul
them upstairs to the sorting room? Or maybe
you’d like to roam around and straighten up?
Please see Cindy Chace if you are interested in
filling some of your spare time with a fun project.
[Shop is open Thurs, Fri, Sat 10-3]
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Adult Bible
Study Class
There a two months in our year which are
significant seasonal transition months. Major
changes in our climate, life styles, and
activities occur at these times. November is
the month of change from fall to winter.
March is the month of change from winter to
spring. The old saying is that March comes in
like a lion and goes out like a lamb. The
other seasonal changes are more gradual over
time not nearly as dramatic as March. Like
these months we change over time, sometimes
dramatically. We get older, maybe even
smarter (we like to think), our values change,
our attitudes change, even what we hold to be
true changes as well. Change is part of this
life we live and it can be both good and bad.
Without change things die. We all at some
point all hate change. Our reaction to change
is that it is like trying to walk on a floor
covered with marbles. (Think of those
marbles as the changes we embrace.) You can
do it, but you are more likely to fall down
than walk. Not a pleasant experience. If you
sweep up the marbles now you can walk. But
God tells us that He does not change. For He
tells us “For I am the Lord, I do not change.
…” (Malachi 3:6).

God provides. He sets standards and
guidance for life which establish us on a
marble free floor. Yes, change will come, but
God provides a basis for a safe walk that is a
solid, fall free walkway. It means that we do
not need to hate change as long as the change
is consistent with what God provides (Think
better floor more like His floor).
The Word of God tells us that “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of
turning.” (James 1:17). Each time we receive
a gift from God it changes us whether we
observe it or not. These gifts are not chaotic
like trying to walk across a marble covered
floor or as the month of March usually is.
God’s changes are good. They change you
and they change me for the better, but God
does not change because He is already
perfect.
In this season of change try a little change
in your life. Seek God by studying His Word.
The Adult Bible Study class meets every
Sunday morning at 10:30 am. You can join in
person or by Zoom. Your choice.

You see there are no marbles on the floor

Thank you to everyone who has faithfully supported our church with your
tithes and offerings. We remind you again to please continue to send in your
weekly offering. We are counting on you to help keep our church ministry alive.

Trustees
The Board of Trustees meets on the
second Wednesday of every month at 7:00
p.m. in the church office. This year’s board
consists of :
Cindy Chace: Chairman

MISSIONARY VISIT

George Kain: Vice-Chairman

On Sunday, March 6, Dr. Hector Newman,
the Executive Director of Mission Honduras,
will be visiting our church. He has visited CUC
several times over the years. During Sunday
service, March 6 at 9 am, he will be delivering
the message and updating the congregation on
the work Mission Honduras is doing.

Marc Rene: Secretary
Howard Steere
Alan Gustafson
If anyone has any concerns or questions about
the church property and buildings, please feel
free to speak to a member of the Board of
Trustees.

The Missions Board will host a brunch in
the hall following the service to welcome Dr.
Newman and everyone is invited to attend.
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What a blessing it has been for those of us who have
prayed for a sister, and have been prayed for by
another! What a joy it has been knowing that many of
you have faithfully prayed for another and reminded
her of that, through unsigned notes and gifts left in
basket near the Pastor’s Office.
LADIES SECRET

We would like to do it again this year; inviting
more women to participate and share in the blessings!
If you are interested in participating, please fill out the
information below and give it to Liz or Jan. They will
make sure that you receive the name of someone who
you can remember in prayer throughout the year.
Don’t miss out on the blessing!

PRAYER PARTNERS
We are ready to REVEAL our
partners!
Join us for a Potluck Breakfast
on Sat, March 12 at 10 am in the
Fellowship Hall.
So bring your favorite breakfast
item, and get ready to reveal the one
you have been celebrating and
lifting up in prayer all year.

Name:

_________________________________

Date of Birth:

___________________________

Anniversary Date: ___________________________
Hobbies/ Interests _____________________________________
Favorite Color

_____________________________________

Favorite Flowers _____________________________________
Favorite Candy

_____________________________________

Favorite Season

_____________________________________

Favorite Chapter & Verse________________________________
if you have one
Specific Prayer Concerns: ________________________________

Easter is April 17th.

_______________________________________

Coming soon: our schedule of
upcoming services and events.

If you would like to have Memorial Flowers placed in the sanctuary for Easter
Sunday, please fill in the information on the form below and return it to the
church.
Plants this year will cost $15.00.
Remember that the Flower Committee and the Decoration Committee are
volunteering their time. If you wish your plant to go to a specific special person,
please take the time to personally deliver your plant.
Flower Order Form:
GIVEN IN MEMORY OF: ___________________________________________

GIVEN BY:

________________________________________________________

I will pick up my plant

YES

NO

circle one please

Name: (if different from Given By) ____________________________________
Please print all information clearly. Thank you

Plants will be available for pick up on Mon, April 17 from 9—12
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Sunday, March 13 is Daylight
Saving Day.
Spring ahead 1 hour at 2 am!
Our Vision: Chepachet Union Church
brings glory to God in worship as we
welcome, witness, and nurture each other.
We share the joy of God's love as one
family in Christ.
Phone: 401-568-2518
Email: chepunion@yahoo.com
Web Page : chepachetunionchurch.org
Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 9 am—12:00

Rho Delta News

Rho Delta had their monthly meeting
on February 8th and there were 8 ladies
present… devotions were read by Brenda
Rene from Ephesians 8:10 about serving
others. She went around the table and
asked each of us to share our favorite way
to serve others.
We voted to send Ronald
McDonald House $100.00… the Thrift
Shop is doing great and Thank You to all
the ladies who volunteer. The May
breakfast is May 7th. We discussed
Candlelight Shopping and will talk
further on what we will be doing.
The evening was hosted by Stephanie
Kain and it was a night of
Valentine's. We had strawberries, candy
and punch during the meeting and cherry
cheesecake and coffee for dessert. We
played a point game and Jan Steere was
the winner.

