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An Easter Invitation
“Christ is risen!”
“He is risen indeed!”
PALM SUNDAY:
April 10, 9:00 AM

MAUNDY THURSDAY:
Service of Tenebrae
April 14, 7:00 PM
GOOD FRIDAY:
April 15, 9:00 AM–6:00 PM
The church sanctuary will be open all
day
for silent prayer and meditation.
Printed prayer guide provided. Come
and go as you please

EASTER SUNDAY: April 17
6:00 AM Sunrise Service
at Acotes Hill Cemetery,
Chepachet, RI

This joyous announcement will sound forth once again at Chepachet
Union Church as God’s people assemble on Easter Sunday, April 17, to
celebrate the resurrection of Christ. The living Christ promises to meet with
us whenever we gather in his name (Matt. 18:20). Will you be there?
On the very first Easter Sunday evening, as recorded in John 20:19-23,
the risen Lord appeared to his disciples. He spoke words of “peace” to
them, showed them his hands and his side, and commissioned them to
proclaim a message of forgiveness to the world. “The disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord” (John 20:20). But one of the Twelve, Thomas,
was not with them when Jesus came (20:24). He missed out on seeing the
risen Lord. As a result, “doubting Thomas” (as we call him) was not
convinced that Jesus had really risen from the dead (20:24-25). Fortunately
for him, the following Sunday Jesus appeared again to his disciples and,
this time, Thomas was with them (20:26-29). His doubts were overcome,
and he believed. He even made this heartfelt confession to Jesus: “My Lord
and my God!”
Like Thomas on that first Easter Sunday, will you miss out on meeting
the risen Lord? As I said above, he promises to meet with us whenever we
gather in his name. Many of us, because of health concerns during the
COVID-19 epidemic, have missed the gatherings of God’s people. But now
here is an invitation and exhortation from the Lord: “Let us consider one
another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting
one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb.
10:24-25). Let me put this thought in personal terms: I need to assemble
with God’s people, and you need to assemble also. As we meet together
with the risen Lord each Lord’s Day, we can mutually encourage one
another and stir each other up to love and good deeds. We will need this
mutual encouragement increasingly, as the troubles of our world multiply
and the Day of Christ’s return approaches ever nearer.
I hope to see you this Easter Sunday! He is risen!

9:00 AM Easter
Celebration

Pastor Phil Curtis

at Chepachet Union Church

Rho Delta News
Rho Delta had their monthly meeting on March 8th,
and there were 11 ladies present. Devotions were read
by Brenda Rene, from her devotional, “Be Still and
Know” entitled “Light Houses.
The Thrift Shop is doing great.
We discussed getting our Financial Secretary a new
printer, being that the one she has is out of date. We
discussed buying new hymnals in the future. The Yard
Cleanup Day is April 2nd and Rho Delta will provide the
refreshments.
Our next meeting is April 12th. Don’t forget the May
Breakfast is coming soon. Please see Cindy Chace if

you would like to help. The evening was hosted by
Maureen Brown. We had crackers, cheese and grapes with
beverages during the meetings, with cheesecake and
oatmeal raisin cookies for dessert. We played a game
called Guess Who and Brenda Rene was the winner, and
Nancy Boucher came in second. Thank you for a fun
evening Maureen.
PS Rho Delta would like everyone to take a minute and
say a prayer for our Rho Delta sister, Fern Rylah. Note:
Fern went to be with the Lord on Saturday March 19th.
Please keep her family and friends in your prayers.
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Welcome to Springtime and the Easter season
from your Missions Board.
Here are some updates we thought you would
like to know:
- Lent folders are available at both entrances to
the sanctuary. Please take one and return it
preferably before Easter Sunday.
- Our missionaries, Joel and Karen Gray have
permanently returned to the USA from their post
in West Africa for family reasons but will continue
to work as volunteers for the agency Pioneers.
Joel will be working remotely with the missionary
school he helped found in Burkina Faso, Africa.
Through Pioneers, the Grays will still receive
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from CUC $800.00 annually to support their
volunteer work. The other $1700.00 they were
previously receiving will be distributed at $850.00
each annually to Providence Rescue Mission and
Help Mission (Pastor Kelly in Haiti). The
Missions Board annual budget total will stay the
same but the allocations will change.
- There was a special offering collected by
Missions on 3/13/22 to benefit Samaritan’s Purse
for the valuable work they are doing in Ukraine
with their field hospital. Once again, our
congregation demonstrated amazing generosity
by donating $645.00!! All of us on Missions would
like to thank everyone who gave so unselfishly to
this worthy cause.
Blessings to everyone during this holy season;
stay safe.
Your Missions Board: Pat, Gail, Ruth and
Margaret.

May Breakfast
The 99th Annual May Breakfast will be held on Saturday, May 7th from 7:00 a.m. –
10:30 a.m.
We are getting closer to our 100th anniversary milestone and need to practice up for the
big event! Many volunteers are needed (I’ve heard through the grapevine that our dear
friend, and always a lively addition in the kitchen, Cheryl Arel will be returning as “Sausage
Queen”). Please see Cindy Chace to reserve your favorite May Breakfast job.
First-timers are always welcome – don’t worry, we’ll find something you’ll enjoy doing.

WOMEN'S RETREAT AT CAMP MONADNOCK!
April 29 - May 1, 2022, set time apart to be
refreshed and reenergized in your relationship
with the Lord and those around you. Whether you
want to do crafts and hike mountains, or
fellowship in rocking chairs on the porch, you will
be enriched with strong biblical teaching and
worship from voices across New England and
beyond. Register today to ensure your spot!
Register online at:
https://monadnockchristianministries.org/

The Board of Christian Education welcomes Nicole
Hartley and Kim Lacouture to our board.
Christian Ed meetings have been changed to the 4th
Monday of each month.

Trustees
Let’s welcome Spring and spruce the
church property up for Easter! The Trustees
will be hosting a Yard Clean-up event on
Saturday, April 2nd at 9:00 a.m. Everyone
is welcome to join the scouts from Troop 44 and
Pack 1 to help with picking up sticks, raking
and sweeping. Please bring your favorite lawn
tool and help us make the day a success.
Breakfast refreshments will be provided by the
Rho Delta Club.
Also, our church is about to get new
neighbors! Matt and Jenna Mello have bought
the property next door and plan to open a daycare/pre-school in September. They met with
the Board of Trustees in a good-will gesture to
discuss cleaning up the fence area next to our
parking lot and some changes they will make to
their property. We welcome them and look
forward to having a vibrant, attractive business
next door. Good luck in your new endeavor,
Matt and Jenna!

V O LU M E 6 4 I S S U E 4

C HE P A C HE T U NI O N C HU R C H
O U R C HU R C H LI FE

PAGE 3

Adult Bible
Study Class
April is the unofficial beginning of
spring. It is the month were spring really
starts. We celebrate the new life both in
this world around us and in our spiritual
life. Jesus’ death on the cross was a new
beginning for man and we celebrate that in
April. Like April the Book of Genesis is the
book of beginnings. We see in that book the
beginning of God’s promise to man to
redeem man back to Himself. The story of
Abraham and his nephew Lot exemplify the
Christians which the Lord’s resurrection
brought into existence. Abraham is the
father of the faithful Christian; Lot is the
father of the worldly Christian. That is,
Abraham is the Christian who walks by
faith; Lot is the Christian who walks by
sight. Both are declared to be justified
Christians (Romans 4:3; 2 Peter 2:7-8). We
find both these kinds of Christians in
churches today (yes even our own). Both
these men failed God and sinned. But a
careful look at Lot and we see that he never
could take his eyes off the things of this
world, just as many Christians do today. As
a result, he paid a very, very, steep price for

that. Lot consistently would not do what
God told him to do until forced to do so. His
life is one of ruin and one disaster after
another despite the fact that he had a
righteous heart. Abraham on the other hand
always turned to God when he fell. By his
faith he kept his eyes on what God told him
not on what he saw (Hebrews 11:8-10). In
fact, in those instances when he sinned he
had taken his gaze off God and looked at
what he saw (Genesis 12: 13-20; Genesis 20).
The result was that Abraham paid the price
of sin, but God worked it for his betterment.
He was blessed by God in every way. Like
the month of April, Abraham had new life on
a regular basis. His nephew Lot did not.
April is a time to start new growth which
leads to blessing. Keep your eyes on God by
seeking Him in this season of new
beginnings by studying His Word.
The Adult Bible Study class meets every
Sunday morning at 10:30 am. You can join
in person or by Zoom. Your choice.

If you would like to have Memorial Flowers placed in the sanctuary for
Easter Sunday, please fill in the information on the form below and return it to the
church.
Plants this year will cost $15.00.
Remember that the Flower Committee and the Decoration Committee are
volunteering their time. If you wish your plant to go to a specific special person,
please take the time to personally deliver your plant.
Flower Order Form:
GIVEN IN MEMORY OF: ___________________________________________

GIVEN BY:

________________________________________________________

I will pick up my plant

YES

NO

circle one please

Name: (if different from Given By) ____________________________________
Please print all information clearly. Thank you

Plants will be available for pick up on Mon, April 18 from 9—12

Chepachet Union Church
1138 Putnam Pike
PO Box E
Chepachet, RI 02814

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 2
Harrisville, RI
02830

Our Vision: Chepachet Union Church
brings glory to God in worship as we
welcome, witness, and nurture each other.
We share the joy of God's love as one
family in Christ.
Phone: 401-568-2518
Email: chepunion@yahoo.com
Web Page : chepachetunionchurch.org
Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 9 am—12:00

at the

Thrift Shop
Announcing! Our new “Spring
Line” is in! The Thrift Shop ladies
have been very busy clearing away the
dark and heaviness of the winter
clothing and putting out the lighter
clothes of spring and summer. It’s like
a breath of fresh air and sunshine has
entered the building.
As always, thank you everyone for
your donations. We are well on our
way to being able to afford painting
the building and turning it from an
eyesore into an attractive asset to the
village.

